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PRESS RELEASE

Ayp to Zed Art Academy Marks 20th Anniversary with Collective
Exhibition

Ayp to Zed Art Academy proudly announces the opening of its 20th
Anniversary Collective Exhibition, celebrating two decades of artistic
dedication, education, and community engagement.

Founded by siblings Maral and Jirar Panossian, both accomplished artists
and educators, the academy has become a cornerstone of artistic
development, nurturing generations of children, youth, and adults through
rigorous training and the encouragement of personal expression.

The exhibition will feature the work of 46 graduates out of the 89 who
completed their studies over the past 20 years, reflecting the academy’s
creative journey. Each participating graduate-artist will present two pieces
inspired by two distinctive themes:

Maral Panossian’s theme explores feminism, womanhood, and love in its
many forms—romantic, platonic, spiritual, and love for nature—reflecting
deeply personal and emotional perspectives.

The subjects proposed by Jirar Panossian draw inspiration from poetry, as
well as from music and other forms of art. His second theme invites artists
to envision and portray their future studio—or to create a beautiful floral
composition—guided by their own imagination.

This collective showcase is both a tribute to the academy’s legacy and a
testament to its role as a space for meaningful artistic dialogue and
mentorship. For the past 20 years, Ayp to Zed has provided a platform
where creativity has flourished and artistic voices have been cultivated.

Exhibition Dates:

Opening Night: Thursday, November 20, 2025, 6:00 — 9:00pm
On view until: Sunday, November 23, 2025.

Venue: Espace Dadour, Galerie D’art, Jal El Dib
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Introducing the Founders Jirar & Maral Panossian

Jirar Panossian is a visual artist and educator with a deep foundation in fine arts,
having studied drawing, painting, and engraving in Beirut and Paris. Between
1988 and 1992, he studied Drawing and Painting at the National Institute of Fine
Arts (INBA 1l) at the Lebanese University in Beirut. In 1993, he pursued Engraving
at the Académie Goetz-Daderian in Paris, followed by studies in Art/Espace at
the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs in Paris from 1993 to 1995.

He later co-founded Ayp to Zed Art Academy, where he continues to inspire
students as an art teacher, combining technical rigor with creative exploration.
His artistic journey includes five solo shows and numerous collective exhibitions
across Lebanon and abroad, reflecting decades of dedication to artistic
expression. Alongside his visual art career, Jirar also shares his passion for music
as a guitar teacher.

Maral Panossian is a multidisciplinary artist, educator, and cultural contributor
with a background in Advertising-Design and Fine Arts. Between 1981 and 1984,
she specialized in Advertising-Design and studied Fine Arts at the Lebanese
American University (LAU). Over the course of her career, she has held several
solo exhibitions and participated in more than 50 group shows across Lebanon,
Syria, Cyprus, Armenia, and the United States.

As the co-founder and director of Ayp to Zed Art Academy, Maral has been
teaching and inspiring young artists for the past 20 years, shaping creative
expression through both technique and imagination. Alongside her artistic
career, she is also active as a poet, writer, and art director, further extending her
contributions to culture and the arts.
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